
Growing New Whitetail Antlers
[print_link]
We have been trying for several years to capture whitetail
deer  anger  growth  during  the  summer  with  the  camera.  It
appears we are having some success this year. Antler growth is
influenced by age, genetics, and the quality of the nutrition
on which the deer feeds. In this field, the deer are eating
Whitetail  Institute  Whitetail  Clover,  which  is  specially
developed for white-tailed deer. We can see that the main
beams, and brow tines are forming and additional points are
beginning to form. It is difficult to tell at this point how
many additional points will form prior to the completion of
growth for this year.

Growing  New  Antlers  –  Mid
July – front view

The antler growth starts at the pedicle where the antler is
attached to the skull. The antler is made of bone. The antler
growth is regulated by hormones and controlled by day length
(photoperiod). The antlers will harden off and the velvet will
be shed prior to the breeding season in the fall. Then in
January or February the antlers will fall off and the process
will start again next spring.
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Growing  New  Antlers  –  Mid
July – back view

On  this  particular  deer  we  can  observe  that  this  set  of
antlers is developing on an animal that is probably 2 years
and 4 months old. The deer is of medium weight and condition
and the antlers are nicely formed but somewhat thin and not
very big. It appears that it will be a 7 point buck. Deer in
this  location  have  an  abundance  of  food  choices,  between
forest browse, abandoned farm fields, cattle pastures, dairy
hay fields, and deer food plots. If we are lucky, this deer
will re-visit our camera site and we can continue to watch his
antlers grow.

Antler Growth by August 21st
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