Small Wildlife Pond
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Over 50 years ago, just before my father bought this property,
the previous owner created this small pond in what was a field
at that time. This is a spring fed pond about 60 feed long, 30
feet wide, and about 3 feet deep. Most likely it was made for
horses or cattle and possibly for wildlife as he was an avid
deer hunter. Over the years it started to become filled in and
no longer much of a pond. About three years ago we had it re-
dug for about $300.00. It has been fun to see it being used by
wildlife. The pond is also near our apiary and it makes a
close source of water for the honeybees. The muddy water in
the photograph is where deer have recently come to drink.

Small Wildlife Pond South
View

The pond is at the edge of a field where our deer food plots
are located, which also makes this spot attractive to the
deer. Deer require a water source and this is specially
helpful to them in dry periods of the year. It is the only
site for quite a distance that has a permanent pool of water
that can be used by our local amphibians to lay their eggs in
the spring. We have a variety of toads, frogs, and newts which
utilize this location.
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The pond does require some maintenance. Since we have re-dug
the pond, we have made an effort to control the vegetation
that wants to grow up around the pond. We do this with a
combination of herbicide use, a bushhog (rotary cutter), and a
string trimmer. We are certain that a lot of additional
wildlife species use the pond, they are just more difficult to
observe during a casual walk by.

Frog Tadpoles Just Hanging
Out!


https://www.minkhollowfarm.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DSC00814.jpg
https://www.minkhollowfarm.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/DSC00818.jpg

